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Scientific name
Phascolarctos cinereus

Class
Mammal

Region
Australia

Information
The koala’s name comes from an aboriginal

word meaning ‘does not drink’. Like wombats
and sloths, koalas have a very low metabolic

rate (which conserves energy) and rest
motionless for about 20 hours a day, sleeping

for most of that time!
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Paul Andrew John Speller
Born 9 December 1978, Kent

Edith Ann Speller née Gray
Born 14 July 1983, Aberdeenshire

Married
3 September 2005, London Zoo

Random Paul/Edith fact:
Paul and Edith’s favourite UK zoo is Marwell
Zoo in Hampshire. Perhaps the twelve giraffes
and six okapis have something to do with
Paul’s preference!
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